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Outdoor design doyenne dishes on ferchingly foolproof (and
entirely fab!) furnishings for dolling up yvour owler sanctum.
By Alison Rich
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P frills o the macket today (inchading stuff you'd never dream

of displaying cutssde], the sky's the limit for cwtitting your out-of-
doors living environment. 5o how do you best navigate this back-to-natune
bounty and pick the perfoct props for your terrace-turned-living room? Wedl,
tharks o internationally renowned design expert Sandra Espinet, prettying
uip your patio can be an easy, breery undertaking if vou folkow a few impor-
tand pobmiers. Here we present Espinet's artful advice for fashioning a sure-1o
please space that will radiabe style froim the inside out.
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Thankfully, the cutdoor fur-
|:||_'.h:||1g realm has come a Lanﬁ_ way
sinoe thie duys of spllnfery-wiood
picnic tables and plastic-sirapped
lawn chairs, with modern motifs
making open-air rooms that rival
their interior counterparts. “In the

"o, everybody felt that the mstside
wiis ‘puatside,” says Espinet, owner
amd sendor designer of San Jose
del Caba, Mexico-based Interiors
by Sandra Espinet. “Now we have
oubdoor rags, which we never had
belore, we decorate the outside with cabana
curtaing—[there are] all kinds of things now to
crcabe pathos that kok like living rooms.”

What's particularly popular for fashioning an
alhiring alfresco ambiance, according o Espin
et? Pocket doors that, when slid open, create an
iry pass-through from the interior living space
16 the exteror one. Another hot trend: cabana
curtaing. “A kot af hormes we're doi ng righﬂ N
have patdoor curtaing,” she save, "1 the sun is in
acertain area of the pavilion, you can close them.
Ard it also helps 1o create that [leeling of being)
a part of the inside.”

An owersized orbit chair that spins and comes
with hi]ll.rw:.' pi lcras amed s own CEANOPY 5 &
decadent way o deck out your alfrewn den, Ex-
pinet says. “10s so combortabile,” she wave. “We've






