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Chip Kidd, Graphic Design Rock Star = W Hotels Re-Colors an Art Deco Gem




MOORISH mood

Morocco meets Mexico in a fiesta-bright beach house.

By KM FALMER

hen a hame overlooks brilliant azure

wiater, the interior palette often takes

a supporting role, That's certainly the
design norm in 5an Jose Del Cabo, Mexico, an
upscale vacation enclave.

“It's a special place, one of five in the world
where the desert meets the sea,” says interior
designer Sandra Espinet, who has offices in both
Cabo (>quare One) and Los Angeles (Interiors by
Sandra Espinet). Her Cabo clients tend to favor
subtle, neutral hues in their beach getaway

homes, she says. “Maost of my clients have million-

dollar views and want to focus on the ocsan.”
But there are occasional exceptions, such

a5 the woman who recently hired Espinet to

create a Moroccan-inspired beach house

SHEEWIMN-WWILLIAMS E-t.l.l'

q!._ & !

--‘1.__ _1‘ ]
bl j*_

"She had just come back fram Morocco and
had all the colors in her mind,” Espinet recalls.

Morocco is a world away from Mexico, but
the locales share some of the same aesthetic
DA, according to Espinet, who grew up in
South America and has traveled widely.

"The Moors invaded Spain, and Spain invaded
Mexico,” she notes, The architecture is different,
but the cultures share a kaleidoscope of vivid
colors. “In both Mexico and Morocco, nothing is
perfect but it all works together. It's fun”

That harmonious free-for-all was exactly
the effect this client was seeking. "She said,

‘I want every room in my house a different
color, with patiern everywhere,” Espinet recalls
"My first thought was that it was too much.

But it's her home, and her personality | really
listen to the client. And if you met her, that's
her. She’s very colorful and fabulous with large
jewelny. She looks like her house.”

Espinet spent a day and a half with the
client, whao picked out her favorite colors and
just one element: a bold striped fabric in orange,
gold and bright aqua for the dining-room chairs.
That fabric set the palette for the home

Espinet knew that such a color scheme
could eas I}f dissohve into chags, "The
challenge was making sure all those celars
flowed together so it didn't look like a circus,”
she says. "My job was to keep it sophisticated.”

Every room was painted a different color, just
as the client requested. The palette carefully



Mexico and Morocco share
an aesthetic DNA borne

of conquests and color.
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CONQUERING COLOR

Sandra Espinet shares her insights for creating complex color ;
palettes that chents will lave: -

“Travel is my passion and inspiration,” says Espinet,
whe often takes clients on the road with her to scak up ideas and
source artifacts. “If the person is willing to get on a plane and go
with me, | like to do it.” For a chent who requested a traditional
Mexican look, for example, Espinet knew just the place to take her: -
the Old Colonial section of San Miguel de Allende.

When it comes to samples, Espinet doesn't skimp.
“I drown peophe in what we're doing,” she says. | ke people to
feel o gut instinct. The seoner they plck things, the bettes™

“Far this project, we were on the job site alot —
ewery bwo of three days,” she says. “Its very important with so rmany
colars and textures, If ome colar was & bit too dark or too light, we
were able to adjust it"




